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DIANNE FE!NSTEIN
CALIFORNIA

SELECT COMMTTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

United States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504

hitp:Aeinstein. senate.gov

September 24, 2007

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor

State of California

State Capitol Buiiding

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:
- I urge you to sign Assembly Bill 1108, legislation that would restrict the use

of phthalates in toys and other products for children. This bill presents California
with the opportunity to be a national leader in the protection of children’s health.

Phthalates leach out of'toys, teething ringsl' ‘and other many products and
into the mouths of children. As all parents know young children .ill place just
about anything in their mouths.

The potential consequences are serious, as a growing body of scientific
evidence links phthalates to serious health conditions, including reproductive and
genital defects, premature birth, and the early onset of puberty. Additional animal
research links phthalates to prostate, breast, and testicular cancers. Earlier this
year, over 200 scientists at the International Conference on Fetal Programming and
Development Toxicity called for policymakers to focus on the danger posed by
phthalates and other chemicals. :

| ‘ _ N _

This emerging research led the European Union to ban phthalates in toys and
childcare articles, on the principle that products not known to be safe for children
should not be in use. We should do the same. The United States risks becoming a
dumping ground for phthalate filled toys that can no longer be legally sold -
overseas. | understand-that you are being heavily lobbied by toy manufacturers
and the chemical industry. But the health and safety of children, especially infants,
should be foremost in any evaluation of this bill.
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I urge you to sign AB 1108 into law, and I look forward 1o continuing to
work with you to promote the health and safety of all Californians.

Best regards,

DF/kw
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Arnocld Schwarzenegger
Governor of California

State Capitol .

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AlB 1108 (Ma) - REQUEST_ FOR SIGNATURE
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: '

The American Cancer Society, California Division writes to request your signature on AB 1108 {Ma}.
This bill would ensure that toddlers are not exposed to phthalates by prohibiting the production
and sale of toys intended for children three and under in California i they have phthalate
concentrations of more than one-tenth of one percent. :

For the American Cancer Society, the policy question centers on the potential to abate cancer risk
by reducing exposure of our children to phthalates. While the science is not conclusive on this
issue, we believe that the population in question, children, warrant special consideration. There is
evidence that phthalates are a carcinogen in laboratory animals and that the effects are greater on
young and developing animals. Further, the National Toxicology Program has classified one
phthalate {DEHP) as reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen, and several phthalates--
DEHF, BBP, DBP, DnHP - are already on the state's Prop. 65 list of substances known to the state to
cause cancer or reproductive toxicity. _ ' e .
Additionally, the bill deals with toys intended for use by children three and under. These little
people frequently put toys in their mouths. Given that phthalates are readily absorbed, a child's -
exposure to these questionable substances is certain when the chemicat is u<ed in those toys.

With the growing body of evidence questioning the safety of phthalates and because we believe
there is reason to be more cautious about potential carcinogen exposures with the very young, we
think AB 1108 is a reasonable and common-sense bill. :

We respectfully ask that you sign AB 1108 (Ma). If you have questions, please contact me at
916.448.0500 ex. 305,

Sincerely, e
5. Alecia Sanche
Legislative Advocate

cc:  The Honorable Fiona Ma
Dan Jacobson, Environment California

Government Relations : ) .
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PREVENTION STARTS HEWE.
Scptember 14, 2007

‘I'he Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Srate Capirol i
Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: {(916) 445-4633

RE: AB 118 (Ma) — SUPPORT
Dear Govemnor Schwarzenegger: -

On behalf of the Breast C-acer Fund, T am writing to izpe you 1o sign into law AB 1108 (Ms), which would protect
:alifornia’ children from roxic chemicals in commen childeare products.

The Beeast Cancer Fuad is 2 national osganization comaitted 1o identifying and ciminating the environmental and other
preventable causes of breast cancer. We work with advocates and decisinn-makers tiy encourage research and policy
inivatives thar seck to berter understand, and respond to, envirnnmental toxins that contribuie to increased rares of breast
cancer and other diseases, : : : B ‘

Over the last several decades, children have: faced an increasingly challenging time just making it through what should be -
ruormal stages of growth and development. Incidences of xeproductve defects, childhood obesity, ealy onset puberty,
learning disabilities, and many other chronic health problems are on the rise. Many of these problems have been hnked
with exposure to toxic chemicals.

OF particular concern .re those chemicals found in products chikdren use everyday, such as their tops and feeding prodvcts.
For example, phthalates, uscd in a vagity of children’s products including soft plastic roye and tecthers, have been linked to
developmental problems, such as premature becast developmuent in pads, male genital defects, and reduced sperm quality.
Emerging rescarch on phthalates bas shown that these chemicals, evim in extremcly Jow doses, contribute significantly 1o
increased breast cancer risk

Phihalates azc known to disrupe the endocrine systemn. Sicce a woman's Hletime risk of breast cancer is dicectly related to
the amount of estrogen she is exposed o, any chemical that can mimic estrogen is of particular concem to us. Any
¢hemical that is known to be estrogenic does not belong, i any amount, in our children's 10ys or feeding products.

For many chermcals, including phrhalates alternatives exist. Some major manufacrurers have already taken the responsible
pith toward eliminating these hazards from their produces. Yet, there currently arc no laws i the U.S. prohibiting the vse
of these chemicals. and no way {or parents 1o know whether the praducts they buy will help—or hinder—their child’s
development. ’

AB 1108 would prohibit the manufacture, sale, and distribution of chidien’s products that contain phthalates.‘ By
clminating unnecessaxy exposure to phthalates in children’s products, California will 232 be a leader in protecting

children frony unnecessary toxic exposure o

* Very wuly vours,

Directot of Program ani Poliry

1788 Sutter Sirant, Suite 400, $an Franciicn, CA' 941095400
’ ' s TOTAL P.8R2
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Headquariers: 630 Grand Ave T e s : 3303 Wilshire Bwd
Suite 410 Suite 425 Suite 415
- Qakiand, CA 94610-3557 Sacrameno, CA 95814-3809 Los Angeles, CA 90010-1798
510.663.4000 te! : 916,444 3676 te! 213.736.1770 tel
510.663 4099 fax " 916.444.7693 fax 213.736.1777 fax

September 14, 2007

Governor Amold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB 1108 (Ma) - SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

gk . : : ,
The California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO, supports AB 1108 (Ma), which would prohibit the
manufacture, sale, and distribution of children’s products that contain phthalates. By eliminating
unnecessary exposure to phthalates in children’s products, California would be the first state in the
nation te protect children from these toxic chemicals. '

Over the last several decades, children have faced an increasingly challenging time just making it
through what should be normal stages of growth and development. Incidences of reproductive defects,
childhood obesity, early onset puberty, learning disabilities, and many other chronic health problems are
on the rise. Many of these problems have been linked with exposure to toxic chemicals. '

Of pariicular concern are those chemicals found in products children use everyday, such as their toys
and feeding products. For example, phthalates, used in a variety of children’s products including soft
plastic toys and teethers, have been linked to developmental problems, such as premature breast
development in girls, male genital defects, and reduced sperm quality

For many chemicals, including phthalates, alternatives exist. Some major manufacturers have already
taken the responsible path toward eliminating these hazards from their products. Yet, there curréntly
are no laws in the U.S. prohibiting the use of these chemicals, and no way for parents to know whether
the products they buy will help—or hinder—their child's development.

Our concem for union brothers and sisters who we represent often goes beyond the workplace and
support for' AB |1 108 is an example of that. We need to help keep our workers safe in their homes and
their workplaces.

We urge you to sign AB 1108 into law when it reaches your desk.

Sincerely, i

(Al

Art Pulaski- -

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
JS:sm - .
OPEIU 3 AFL CIO (31}

Cc: Michael Prosio, Governor's Office _
Pam Oto, Legislative Unit, Governor’s Office
‘Assemblywoman FionaMa  ggu
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A Vuice for Nurses. A Vision for Healtheare.
September 6. 2007 www.calnurses.org / www.inoo.net
, }

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Governor, State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento. California 95814 .

AB 1108 (Ma) - SUPPORT
REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The 75.000 Registered Nurses of the California Nurses Association supports AB 1108 (Ma)

which would prohibit r.helmanufacture, sale and distribution of children’s products that contain
phthalates by January 1.2009. o ’ ' : ' '
Phthalates are used to prolong the durability of plastics and increase the flexibility of some
plastics. and have been used as solvents for other. materials. They are used in hundreds of
products; including vinyl' flooring, adhesives, detergents, lubricating oils, some pharmaceutical
and pesticide formulations, and personal-care products. '

It is of great concem to CNA that these phthalates are used in products that children use on a
daily basis such as toys, pacifiers and feeding products. "These chemicals have been linked to
genetic defects such as Down's syndrome, early onsct puberty. abnormal s-owth, hyperactivity,
premature breast development in girls and male genital defects. .

Major industries have taken steps toward eliminating these harmful agents in products. Disney
and Mattel no longer use phthalates in mouthing products for children and Eventlo, First Years,
and Gerber stopped using phthalates in all of their toys and childcare products. San Francisco
County passed an ordinance prohibiting the manutacture. sale or distribution of toys or child care
articles intended for use by a child under three years of age if the product contains bisphenol-A
and phthalates. Several countries have adopted similar bans.

Currently, there are two staies considering a similar-ban on phthalates. California should be
leading the nation on this important health and safety issue for our children,

CNA respectfully requests your signature.

Difcctor ol € ment Relations
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Qctober 5, 2007

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
ATTN: Chris Kahn, Legislative Director

State Capito!
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Suppert for Assembly Bill 1108

Dear Governor Schwurzenegger:

The California Small Business Association is asking you to sign AB 1108 l'o.kcep,

California's youth safe as well as maintain a good busingss ethic, California sinall
businesses care about its youth and try to mamtam a healthy econatny as well asa
healthy consumer,

CSRBA isa non-prnﬁt, grass roots organization representing over 203,000 small
businesses in California. The mission of CSBA is to provide small business with
an active voice in the California government.

‘We thank you for your lcademhrp on this important issuc and look forward to AB -

1108 being signed.

Sincerely, .

etty Jb Tgécoli

Presjdent

Oct. @5 2897 B4:@5PM P2

CSDA
" Means

' Business
Jor
Small
Business.




Califrians Agaifist waste

Conserving Resources. Preventing Pollution. Protecting the Environment. .

September 18, 2007

Governor Amold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1108 (Ma) - SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwa:zehegger: -

We urge your signature on AB 1108 (Ma), which would protect California’s children ﬁ'om toxic -
chemicals in common childcare products. .

Californians Agamst Waste has been working for nearly three decades on efforts to reduce toxics
in our environment. Exposure to toxic chemicals have already been linked to certain cancers,

lead poisoning and even neurobehavioral disorders. Incidences of reproductive defects,
childhood obesity, early onset puberty, leaming disabilities, and many other chronic health .
problems are on the nse and have been linked to exposure to toxic chemlcals

Of parncular COncern are those chemlcals found in products children use every day, such as thc:r
toys and feeding products. Phthalates, used in a variety of children’s products, mcludmg soft
plastic toys and teethers, have been linked to developmental problems, such as premature breast
development in girls, male genital defects, and reduced sperm quality.

Alternatives to phthalates already exist and are on the market. Some major manufacturers hav.
already taken the responsible path toward eliminating these hazards from their products. Yet,
there currently are no laws in the U.S. prohibiting the use of these chemicals, and no way for
parents to know whether the products they buy will help—or hinder—their child’s development.

AB 1108 would prohibit the manufacture, sale, and distribution of children’s products that
contain phthalates. By eliminating unnecessary exposure to phthalates in children’s products,
California will be the first in the nation to protect children from these toxic chemicals, The
European Union and many countries have already taken this step.

We urge you stand up for the health of our children and sign AB 11CC into law.

4

Sincerely, -

Mark Murray -

Executive Directo

cc: John Meffatt, Goverrior’s Office -
Linda Adams, Cal EPA Secrelary

Maureen Gorsen, Director Department of Toxlc Substances Comrol
Asscmbly Member Frona Ma

www.cawracycles, org 921 11th Street Sulte 420 Sacramento, CA 96814 Phone (916) 443-5422 Fax: (918) 443-3912

Printed on 100% recyclad paper wl!l 3oy Beasd |nk
i
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Catholic Healthcare West 185 Berry Sureer, Suite 500

www.chwHEALTH.org
Facsimile
916.445.4633
The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: AB 1108 (Ma)~REQUFST FOR SIGNATURE
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

Catholic Healthoare West, & Catholic healthcare system representing 42 hospitels in
California, respectfully requests you to sign AB 1108, which will require afl child care products
and toys sold in Califomia for children under the age of three to be fise of chomicals called
phthalates, ' ‘

AB 1108 bans the use of six types of phthalates in 10ys. Phehalates are a family of chemicals that
are put into plastic products, including toys, teething rings and raltles, to make them soft and
pliable. Yet phthalates poss a particular health risk to infants and young children, Kids' curiosity
and natural tendencies to explore the world around them by putting objects in their maouths
virtually guarantee exposure to phthalates. But their bodies are tess able to desaxiiy thomselves, -
And as their organs develop, they pass through windows of vulnerability when even tiny doses of
these toxic chemicals can have extra-harmful effects.

One scientific study after another has shown that minuscule doses of phthalates, doses that
previously wore assumed safe, can disupt the hommonal balance of developing children,
potontiaily causing setious, lifelong effects. Researchers have linked phthalates to carly puberty
in girls, reproductive problems, - abnormalities of the penis, impaired sperm, liver and thyroid
damage and testicular cancer. In fact, California has put several tyzs of phthalates on its list of
reproductive and developmental toxicants that, under certain conditions, require consumer
warnings,

The timing of the exposure to these chemicals during carly stages of development matters as
much, if not more, than the dose. Unfortunately, a 2005 study by the U.S. Contess for Disense
Control and Prevention showed nearly all children already have unhealthy levols of phthalates in
their bodies. The good news is that there are safe, economical réplacements for phthalates.

The European Union and 14 other countries have banned or restricted the use of phthalates in
children's products. In the U.S., several leading toy manufaciurers also have restricied their use of
phthalatos over the last fow years as & result of research confirming health concens, However,
the vast majority of children's products available in the US. still contain phthalates,
With available alternatives, toy companies are unnecessarily oxposing children to toxic
chemicals. AB 1108 would change this—Californis leading the nation toward the advancement
of green chemistry and a healthier saclety, .

San Franciseo, CA, 941071739
(415) 438-5500 telephone
(415) 438-5724 facsimile




The Honorable Amold Schwarzenezger
October 9, 2007
Page 2

Please support AB 1108 and sign it o law.

Sincerely,

Bernita McTernan
Senior Vice President
Sponsorship and Mission Integration
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CLEAN WATER

CLEAN WATER ACTION

Dhor Wit 0ot Tl Coot Fotr

September 18, 2007

‘The Honorable Armold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol

Sacramenio, CA 95814

Transmitted via facsimile to (916} 445-4633

RE: AB 1108 (Ma) — SUPPORT -
Dear Governor Schwerzenegger:

On behalf of Clean Water Action and our 20,000 California members, } am writing to express our strong
support for AB 1108 (Ma) and to urge you to sign it ioto law. This bill bans the use of phthalates, which
have been linked to serious childhood developmental problems, in common children’s producis such as
toys and feeding iterus.

When you ran for Governor, you stated that keeping California’s chifdren healthy and safe would be a
priority for your Administration.. You have also expressed a commitment to addressing the health and
environmental impacts of toxic chemicals by forming the Green Chemistry Initiative, As story after story
appears in the press about toy recalls due to toxic materials, there is no better time for you to
demonstrate your leadership by insisting that in. California, children’s products must be safe in
order to be sold. Signing AB 1108 into law will provide you with that opportunity. -

Clean Water Action is dedicated to protecting public health and the environment from toxic chemicals,
We and our members are particularly concerned with the expanding evidence that hazardous materials in
everyday products are linked to rising rates of serious health impacts in children, including impairment of
brain development, reproductive problemss, asthima, and even cancer. : ’ ’

Fortunately, these tragic consequences are avoldable, and baaning phthalates in children’s
products is an important step. Some manufacturers have already begun offering phthalate-free products,”
and the European Union has banned them in children-oriented goods.

Governor Sohwarzenegger, we ask you to please keep your promise to protect California’s-children and

sign AB 1108, Don’t let corporate interests cloud the issue in the face of compelling scientific research

that has demonstrated the dangers of phthalates to the health of our most precjous resources—our babies
and youngsters. There are alternatives to these chemicals and using safer materials wilt benefit both the

magufacturcrs’ bottom line and our next generation.

Frogram Manager

cc: Assembly Member Fioria Ma

CALIPORNIA OFFICE ' T NATIONAL OFFICE
111 New Montgomery St. Suite 600 : www.CleanWater Action.org/ca . 4455 Coimnecticut Ave, NW Sulte
Su Francisco, CA 94103 . ‘ cwasf@cleanwaterorg - . A300
415.369.9160 * 415.369.9180 fax Washington, DYC 20008

. 202.895.0420 ~ 200.805.0438 fax




CC’MMONWEAL

A California Nonprofit Corporation

September 14, 2007

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 445-4633

RE: AB 1108 (Ma) - SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

This letter signals our support for AB 1108 (Ma), which awaits action on your desk. The bill will
protect Californian children from toxic exposures to phthalate chemicals in toys.

‘Phthalates, like many chemicals in commerce, have insufficient health and safety data, which should be

required before any chemical is approved for use. Nevertheless, the scientific and medical research now
clearly shows that phthalates are potentially harmful reproductwe toxicants. Children, especially baby
boys, should not be chewing on plastlc toys or teething rings which contain these chemicals.

Furthermore, we know from’ blomomtonng studies that exposure to phthalates is now widespread across
the human population. These chemicals are now found in the body tissues of virtually everyone.

We have been grateful for your support of b.omomtormg as ewdenced by your signature in 2006 of SB
1379 (Perata and Ortiz) which created the nation's first state:biomonitoring p->gram.

We know enough to act, and have a clear duty to reduce exposure. It is appropriate that California ban
these chemicals in products that children are likely to come into contact with, especially as alternatives
are already available in the marketplace

‘This bill also points to the need for comprehensive chemicals policy reform to fix our broken system of
chemical regulation and management. The public must have reasonable assurances of safety for
industrial chemicals before theéy are marketed. not afterwards when harm has already been done.

Signing AB [ 108 is an appropriate dnd necessary next step for Callforma to demonstrate leadership in
the green chemistry arena.

Founded in 1976, Commonweal isa nonpruht health’ and environmental research institute in Bolinas,
C‘ahformd IR

Sincerely,
3M Q,Lﬁg

Ddvis Baltz
510 848-2714 dbdiI?OIgL org

co; At'scmbiy Mcmbf'r Honn Ma (9I6) 319-2112 (fax)

P.O. Box 316 Bolinas, CA 94924 Phone: (415) 868-0970 Fax: (415) 868-2230

- hitp://www.commonweal.org

PRSAS
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Patrica Gargia, Vice President
Regere Mitches, Vies President

. Noacy Pevenior, Treasurer
Lucirada Sikes, Secretary

September 18, 2007

" Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol ‘
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1108 {Ma) — request for signature

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The Consumer Federation of California urges you to sign into law AB 1108 (Ma).

AB 1108 would ban the use of phthalates in products used by babies and children under
the age of three. Phthlatés are used to soften plastic in toys and items intended for babies
to put in their mouths, including pacifiers and teething rings. Phthalates have been linked

in scientific studies with testicular injury, liver injury, liver cancer and reproductive

The European Union, Japan, Mexico, Argentina and several other natious have banned
phthatates entirely or in products intended for use by babi. ' and young children.

California should join these nations in banning the use of a toxic chemical that is harmful
to our children. We urge you to sign AB 1108 into law.

incerély,

/Rﬁard Holober

Executive Director

. nf‘ﬁl' I
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Heal the Bay.

September 20, 2007

‘The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegyer
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Fax: (916) 445-4633

RE: AB 1108 (Ma) - SUPPORT
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of Heal the Bay, I am writing to urge vou to sign into law AR 1108 (Ma), which would protect California’s
children from toxic chemicals in common childeare products. As a non-profit environmental organization dedicated
to making the southem California’s coastal waters and watersheds safe, healthy, and clean, we are deeply concerned
about the environmental and health impacts of toxic additives present in plastics.

Gver the last several decades, children have faced an increasingly challenging time just making it through what
should be normal stages of growth and development. Incidences of reproductive defects, childhood obesity, early
onset puberty, learning disabilities, and many other chronic health problems are on the rise. Many of these
problems have been linked with exposure 1o toxic chemnicals,

Of particular concern are those chemicals found in products children use every day, such as their toys and feeding
products. For example, phthalates, used in a variety of children’s products, including soft plastic toys and teethers,
have been linked to developmental problems, such as premature breast development in girls, male genitl defects,
and reduced sperm quality.

1
3

Alternatives 1:; phthalates alceady exist and are on the marker. Some major manufacturers have already taken the
responsible path toward eliminating these hazards from their products. Yet, there currently are no laws in the U.S.
prohibiting the usc of these chemieals, and no way for parents to know whether the products they buy will help—or
binder—their child’s development. C-

AB 1108 would prohibit the:manufacture, sale. and distribution of children’s products that contain phrhalates. By -
chiminating unnecessary exposure to phthatates in ciunldren's prociuces, Lalirorra wilt be the st in the nation o
protect children from these toxic chemicals. The Furopean Union and mang countries have already raken this step.

Obviausly, there is nothing mare important to the future of the state, the country and the world than ensuring our
childeen are healthy today.” We urge you stand up for the health of our childeen and sign AB 1108 into law,

Sincerely,

PR P
”C:._,_‘. Z‘-g Fprp—

Leshe Pamnunen
Legsslative Director
Heal the Bay

N N vl et
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HEALTHY CHILDREN ~ ..o,., = ot e Aetion
ORGANIZING PROJECT -~ .. T

Fomwerly the Lead Poisoning Prcvention Project ' Vax {415) 777.5267
. : ’ wwwhealthychildrens Cocg

_ , : ~ Seprember 6, 2007
‘The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Staw Capitol -
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 4454633
RE: AB 1108 (Ma) ~ SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzencgger. -

On behaif of the Healthy Childeen Organizing Project {HCOP}, Iam Writing to urge you to sign into law AR
1108 (Ma}, which woutd protect Califomia’s children from toxic chemicals in common childcare producrs.-

Since 1990, HCOPs goal has becn and fontinues to be protccdng feruses and young children from exposures
to roxic chemicals. o ‘ " ‘

Over the last several decades, children have faced an increasix;g!}' challenging time just making it through
~ what should be normal stages of growth and development. Incidences of reproductive defecrs, childhoad
obesity, cacly uryet puberty, learning disabilities, 2sthma and maqy other chronic health problems are on the

tise. Many of these problems have been linked with ¢Xposure to toxic chermicg]s,

Of particular concern ace those chemieals found ia products children use every day, suc. s their toys and
feeding products. For example, phehalates, used in a vasiety f children’s products, including soft plastic toys
a0d teethers, have been Linked to developmental problems, sch ag prematuce’breast developuuent in girls,
male geniral defecte, teduced. speom quality and asthma,

Alternstives to phthalates already exint and 2ré on the macket, Some major manufuciuress have already taken
the weaponsible p th towaed climinating these hazards from their products, Yet, there cuarrently are no laws in
the U.S, prohibiting the use of these chemicals, and no Wiy for parents to know whether the products they
buy will help-—oz hinder—their child’s development. . :

AB 1108 would prohibut the sugutaciure, salt, 20d distribution of children’s products that contain phthalates.
By eliminating unnccessary exposure to phthelates in childien's Products, Califoraiz will be the ficst in the
ation to protect children from these toxic chemicals. 'The European Union and maay countrics have alrendy
taken this step.

Obvioualy, there is nothing morc iﬁlportmit to the future of the state, the countty, and the world than
ensuring our children are healthy (oday. We urge you stand up for the health of our childwn and sign AR
1108 into Taw, : , . . . ‘

w..Sinceraly,
-'f._r A

y
S Neil G:n/‘ﬂ'l
‘ ) ) i ,
cc: Assembly Member Fiona Ma (916) 319-2112 (fux) ( , '
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Mark Twain St. Josephs Hospltal

A member of CFW

Septernber 27, 2007

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: AB 11908 {Ma) — REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

Mark Twain St. Joseph'# Hospital respectfully requests you to sign AB 1108,
which will require all child care products and toys sold in California for children

under the age of three to be free of chemicals called phthalates.

AB 1108 bans the use of six types of phthalates in toys. Phthalates are a family of

. chemicals that are put into plastic products, including toys, teething rings and

rattles, to make them soft and pliable. Yet phthaiates pose a particular health risk
to infants and young chitdren. Kids' curiosity and natural tendencies to explore the
world around them by putting objects in their mouths virtually guarantee exposure
to phthalates. But their bodies are less able to detoxify themselves. And as their
organs develop, they pass through windows of vulnerability when even. tiny doses
of these toxic chemicals can have extra-harmful effects.

One scientific study after another has shown that minuscule doses of phthalates,
doses that previously were assumed safe, can disrupt the hormonal balance of
developing children, potentially causing serious, lifelong effects. Researchers have
linked phthalates to early puberty in girls, reproductive problems, abnormalities of
the penis, impaired sperm, liver and thyroid damage and testicular cancer. In fact,
California has put several types of phthalates on its list of reproductlve and
developmental toxicants that, under certain conditions, require consumer warnings.

The timing of the exposurs to these chemicals during early stages of development
matters as much, if not'more, than the dose. Unfortunately, a 2005 study by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention showed nearly all children already
have unhealthy levels 6f phthalates in their bodies. The good news is that there

are safe, economical replacements for phthalates.

The European Union and 14 other countries have banned or restricted the use of
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Tha Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger

Septembar 27, 2007
Page 2

phthalates in children's products. In the U.S., severat leading toy manutacturers
also have restricted their use of phthalates over the last few years as a result of
research confirming health concerns. However, the vast majority of children's
products available in the U.S. still contain phthalates. '

With available alternatives, toy companies are unnecessarily exposing children to
toxic chemicals. AB 1108 would change this — California leading the nation toward
the advancement of green chemistry and a healthier socisty.

Please support AB 1 108 and sign it into law.

Sincerely, .
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wrorw nrde.org

N RDC ) NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL

TrE EARTH'S BEST DEFENSE

September 6, 2007 e ;-
Governor Amold Schwarzenegger .
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1108 (Ma) - SUPPORT
Dear Goverror Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council), which has 1.2 million members and
activists, 250,000 of whom are Californians, we are writing to réquest your signature on AB 1108

. by Assembly Member Ma. This bill would protect Chlldl’en from endocnne chsruptmg chemicals

in toys and child care products.

Extensive scientific eﬁiiiené,e now exists that phthalates may pose risks to children and they have
been linked 1o developmental alterations, especially of the testis and male reproductive system.

For many chemicals, including phthalates, alternatives exist and some major manufacturers have
already taken the responsible path toward eliminating these hazards from their products. Yet
currently, there are no laws in the U.S. prohibiting the use of phthalates, and no way for parents to
know whether the products they buy may help—or hinder—their child’s development.

AB 1108 would prohibit the manufacture, sai and distribution of children’s toys and child care -
products that contain phthalates. By eliminating unnecessary exposure to these chemicals in
children’s products, California will {ollow the lead of the City of San Francisco, and will be the
first state in the nation to protect children from these chemicals.

We urge you to'sign AB 1108 for the heaith of our children. Thank you for considering our views,
Sincerely, = " '

Gina Solomon, MD, I\di'l’Pl ‘ _ 'Victoria Rome _

Senior Scientist : ) } (_.Jllfomla_ Adv __ocac'y Depuly‘ Direc';torl

Cc: Assembl},."Membc'r Ma

|2

111 Sutter Street, 20th Floor NEW YORK + WASHINGTON, DC +.LOS ANGELES
%an Francisco, CA 94104 .
el 415 875-6100 lh_x.ri]ﬁ R75-6101
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National Environmental Trust

September 28, 2007

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Governor )

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

. RE: AB 1108 (Ma) - REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE

- Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The California League of Conservation Voters (CLCV) and the National Environmental Trust {NET)

strongly support AB 1108 (Ma), which will prohibit the-use in children’s toys and feeding items of

specified phthalates, a class of synthetic chemicals that are commonly found in humans at levels B
above those known to cause adverse health effects. We urge you to sign this important measure into

law.. = ‘ !
" 15

. Phthalates are ]ust ofne of ‘tiléf’p_'dster children” for the US.’s completély. failed chemicals policy.

More than 80,000 chemicals are used in commerce in the U.S,, yet public health experts and the
public know very little about their potential health effects. And the federal Toxic Substances Control -
Act (TSCA) is designed to make sure we never do. Like virtually the entire volume of chemicals in
use today, phthalates were grandfathered when TSCA was adopted in 1979; 1'SCA makes it all but
impossible to regulate, much less ban, these old chemicals. And unlike other areas of enviroamental
law, where California often adopis stricter rules than the federal government, California has no law
designed to comprehensively identify and regulate dangerous chemicals. '

" So when the manufacturers and users of phthalates claim there is no evidence of harm from their-

products, those claims should not be reassuring, since there is no regulatory structure to confirm or
refute such claims. In the absence of a viable federal or state law to identify and restrict exposure to
dangerous chemicals, the National Toxicology Program has reviewed the scientific literature on
phthalates and found that all six phthalates regulated by AB 1108 pose reproductive or
developmental risks to humans, especially infants, children and pregnant and lactating women,

A 2003 survey of human chemical contamination by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), still the
largest ever done, found phthalates in every person tested and the highest levels in children and
women of reproductive age. Adverse effects of exposure to phthalates include early puberty onset
in girls (early puberty onset has recently been linked to a higher incidence of breast caner later in
life); premature birth; impaired sperm quality and sperm damage in men; genital defects; reduced
testosterone producticn in boys; and testicular cancer.

In June 2005, Scicntific Ameri:mn published a feature article titled “DOUBT is Thetr Product.” Itis
worth quoting extensively from the article, since it goes to the heart of the problem being addressed
by AB 1108: ‘
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Few scientific challenges are more complex than understanding the health risks of a chemical or drug.
Investigators cannot feed toxic compounds to people to see what doses ceuise cancer. Instead laboratory
researchers rely on animal tests, and epidemiologists examine the human exposures that have already
happened in the field. Both types of studies have many uncertainties, and scientists must extrapolate
from the evidence to make causal inferences and recommend protective measures. Because absolute
certainty is rarely an option, regulatory programs would not be effective if such proof were required.
Government officials have to use the best available evidence to set limits for harmful chemicals and
determine the safety of rharmaceuticals.

Uncertainty «s an inherent problen of science, but manufactured uncertainty is another matter
entirely. Over the past three decades, industry groups have frequently become involved in the
investigative process when their interests are threatened. If, for example, studies show that a company
is exposing its workers to dangerous levels of a certain chemical, the business typically responds by
hiring ifs own researchers io cast doubt on the studies, Or if « pharmaceutical firm faces questions
about the safety of one of its drugs, its executives trumpel company-sponsored tripls that show no

- significant health risks while ignoring or hiding cther studies that are much less reassuring. The
vilification of threatening research as ]unk science" and the corresponding sanctification of industry-
commissioned research as " sound science” has become nothing less than standard operating pmcedure
in some parts of corporate America.

The same mdustry that has spent the last 30 years making sure that TSCA is toothless is now seiling
doubt as sound science. Meanwhile the public, including the most vulnerable among us like infants
and children, continue to be exposed to chemicals on a regular basis at levels *hatindependent
studies show cause harm. Certainty is a misguided and impossible goal; careful consideration of the
preponderance of ev:dence in defense of public health should be the goal of the committee.

Until California or the federal government estabhshe; a credible regulatory and oversxght program
to identify and mitigate the harmful effects of dangerous chemicals used in commerce, the
Legislature will consider to pass bills like AB 1108. There is simply no regulatory recourse by which
to deal with dangerous chemicals. For this reason, CLCV and NET strongly support AB 1108 and
urge you to sign the bill into law.

Smcerely, : L _ ' B

PETE PRICE co S -ANDY IGREJAS

Legislative Representative ‘ Director of Environmental Health Programs
California {.eague of Conservation Voters _ National Environmental Trust

cc: Assemblywoman Fiona Ma
CalEPA Secretary LindaiAdams
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger

. Governor of Califomnia
California State Capitol

%
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Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: AB 1108 (Ma) - Request for Signature
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The Planning and Conservation League requests your support for Assembly Bill 1108 (Ma). This bif!
would protect California’s children from toxic chemicals in common childcare products.

For many chemicals, including phthalates, alternatives exist. Some major manufacturers have already
taken the responsible path toward eliminating these hazards from their products. Yet, there currently
are no laws in the U.S. prohibiting the use of these chemicals, and no way for parents to know whether
the products they buy wﬁl help—or hmder——thelr child’s development

Of particular concemn are those chemicals found inr products children use everyday, such as their toys
and feeding products. For example, phthalates, used in a variety of children’s ; -oducts including soft
plastic toys and teethers, have been linl. _1 to developmental problems, such as premature breast
development in girls, male genital defects, and reduced sperm quality. :

AB 1108 would prohibit the manufacture, sale, and distribution of children’s products that contain
phtbalates. By eliminating unnecessary exposure to phthalates in children’s products, California will be
the first in the nation io protect children from these toxic chemicals.

The Planning and Conservation League respectfully requests your signature on AB 1108. !

Cec: Assemblywoman FionaMa

| Unigfernie

1107 9th ‘:trcu Suile 160 ‘\ut,rumctll(a (AQ‘GHM Phone; U16-444-8726  Fax: 916-44R-1 TR
Website: www.pclorg Email: pelnwil@pelomg
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Office of thw: Mayor
City & County of San Francisco

September 12, 2G07

The Honorable Arold Schwarzenegger
Governor

California State Lapitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1108 (Ma) — Toxics in children’s toys
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The City and County of San Francisco urges your signature on AB 1108. This bill will support our
efforts in San Francisco to ensure that the products sold to young chiidren do not contain harmful
chemicals such as phthalates. The Center for Discase Control and Prevention has documented the fact
that these chemicals are found in people across the country; at the same time scientists have
demonstrated the harmful effects of these chemicals on developing reproductive systems. In the face
of inaction at the federal level, it is left to individual cities, like San Francisco, and the State of
California to take preventative action to protect the public health of its citizens.

We have found that once parents are made aware of the potentially harmful chemicals now used in.
products marketed for children, they are outraged and want to make sure they purchase safer ‘
alternatives. The problem with chemicals like phthalates is that they are not listed on product labels.
Thus there is no way for parents to make an informed putchasing decision. This lack of product
labeling means that the only way to help parents avoid these chemicals is to prevent their use in
children's products altogether.

In 1999 and again in 2005, the European Union affirmed a ban on phthalates used in children’s
products. San Francisco recently passed a similar ban on phthalates on products sold in our city. With
passage of AB 1108, the children of California will enjoy the same protection as those in San

Francisco and in Europe.

d of our efforts to ensure safe and healthy children’s products and urge your signature on
ion. s

-Assemblywoman Fiona Ma

Lynn Suter

I Dr. Carhion B. Goodien Place, Room 200, Sari Francieco, California 941024641
“gavin.newsom@spgov.org * (41%) 534-614) :
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September 14, 2007
SIERRA CLUB '

CALIFORNIA o : .
E'L':A)
_ The Honorable Amold Schwarzepegger, Governor - -
State Capitol ' _ ' RS
Sacramento, CA 95814 :
Re: AB 1108 (Ma), Toxic Toys —Request for Signature ~~ ~. ¢

Dear Govermnor Schwarzenegger:

Sierra Club California requests your signature on AB 1108, which would prevent A \
Califernia’s children from being exposed to dangerous phthalate chemlcals used in baby L
products.

Phthalates, often used in soft PVC plastic children’s toys, have been linked in lab studies

to reproductive birth dcfects, asthma, and hormone disruption. If enacted, California

would become the first state in the country to ban the chemicals. The European Union-

and at least twelve countries have passed bans or restrictions on the use of phthalates in
products for small children.

Substances with such negative health effects should not be used i m products speclﬁcally
d&slgned to be put into children’s mouths.

Smcerely,

Bitl Magavern :
Senior Representative

‘Cec: Assemblymember Fiona Ma

B 1414 K Street, Ste. 500 Sacramento. CA 95814 (916) S57-3100  FAX (916) $57-9669 wwwasictracluborg ~ =ins
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OCcicber 11, 2007

The Honorable Arnoid Schwarzenegger W

Governor
State of California

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I am in the finat days of filming on "Indy 4" {you know
what that's like} but wanted to weigh in on an issue before you
thot | understand will be decided in the next several days.

Kate and | have been foliowing with interest the debate
surrounding Assembly Bill 1108, legislation that would restrict the
use of phthalates in toys and other products for children.

it is our understanding that phthalotes are chemicals that
can leach out of products and enter the mouths of children,
who as any parent knows, are prone to chew on alme !
anything. Scientists worldwide have linked phthalates to
lowered sperm counts, early onset of puberty, testicular cancer
and liver problems.

The European Union and 14 other countries have already
vonned or phased out the use of phthalates in children’s
products. This legisiation is an opportunity fcr California to take
the lead nationally and protect the health of our children.

with gll of the toy recalls this summer it is getting more
and more difficult 1o know what is safe for our children. We
hope you will sign this important piece of legisiation into law
and send the right message to parents everywhere.

Sincerely,

100 UUNIVERSAL Praza, BUNGALOW 5121 * Univensar City, CA 91608 » 818.733,9300

F.0282
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