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SOLID WASTE ASSOCIATION
of North America

Ssptember9,9005 %é

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Govemor of Califomia

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1125 (Pavley): Rechargeable Battery Recycling Act - URGE SIGNATURE
Dear Govemor Schwarzenegger,

The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is composed of approximately 7000
public and private sector solid waste management professionals throughout North America
dedicated to the development and enhancement of environmentally and economically sound
practices and policies for the integrated management of municipal solid waste. There are
approximately 500 members of SWANA in California, and on their behalf | am writing to urge your
signature of AB 1125 (Pavley).

AB 1125 enacts the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Act of 2006, and requires retailers of
rechargeable batteries to establish a system for accepting rechargeable batteries for reuse,
recycling, or proper disposal. ‘ :

According to a report cited by the Califomia EPA there were 507,259,000 batteries sold in
Califomia in the year 2001. According to survey results published in the report, only 55% of these
batteries were recycled. Batteries are a unique product comprised of heavy metals and other
elements that make things ‘portable”. Some of these toxic heavy metals include nickel cadmium,
alkaline, mercury, nickel metal hydride and lead acid. It is these elements that can threaten our
environment if not properly discarded.

This bill will make the recycling of rechargeable batteries much more convenient for citizens. This
increased use of recycling will decrease the amount of recyclable batteries that go to landiills,
thereby reducing the toxicity of the seepage from California’s landfills. The Department of Toxic
Substances Control states that a variety of rechargeable batteries account % of the toxic
cadmium found in landfills. This carcinogen is known to pose serious heslth risks. 3

AB 1125 (Paviey) would provide a solution for properly disposing of used batteries. For these
reasons, the California Chapters of SWANA urge your signature of AB 1125 (Paviey).

Sincerely,
Yvette Gomez Agredano

Legislative Advocate
SWANA, California Chapters

ce: Assemblymember Fran Paviey o o e
Will Dickinson, Chair, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force.
Mark Urquhart, Secretary, SWANA California Chapters Legislative Task Force
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September 16, 2005

Govemor Amold
Stats Capitol, First Floor
Sacramento, CA 96814

RE: AB 1125 (Paviey) Usad Battery Collection and Recycling Program—SUPPORT
Dear Govarnor Schwarzenegger:

On behalf of Environment Califomnia, | urge you to sign into law AB 1126 (Paviey). Environment California has long
worked to protect Callformans from exposure to toxic chemicals in our environment and in our bodies. AB 1125 is an
important step In reducing this expasure by requiring retailers of toxic rechargeable batteries to take back used
batteries for recycling at no coat to the consumer. .

The California Depariment of Taxic Substances Control has determined that all discarded batteries are toxic and must
be disposed of as hazardous waste. Under California’a Univarsal Wooto Rule, households were granted a temporary

from the current landfiil ban on batteries. This exemption, however, expires on February 8, 2006 - less
than & months from now. '

The U.S. EPA estimates more than 350 million rechargeable batteries are purchased annually in the United Statss.
According to the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC), the current recycling rate for rechargeable
batteries Is in the 11% to 16% range. This means that as many as 300 million rechargeable batteries are landfilled in
California sach year.

Rechargeable batteries are largely made up of nickel-cadmium (N-Cds), lithium ion, or nickel metal hydride. Cadmium
Is toxic heavy metal that threatens fish and wildiife and can pass to humans through accumulation in the food chain. #t
has been associated with numerous human linesses, paricularly lung and kidney damugy, Onue ubsuibed lir hw
body, cadmium Increases the parmeability of calls and can remain for decades. Lithlum lon batterles contain lithium
metal. which Is highly reactive to water and is extremely susceptible to explosion, even in landfills. AB1125 would
reduce the toxic waste threat posed by improperly discarded rechargeable batteries.

Battory manufacturors have recognized that the retaller take back approach represents the most convenlent and cost
effective madel for recycling. But after 10 years, and less than 20% recycling, i's apparent that the ‘voluntary'
approach has proved to be insufficlent. AB 1125 would require retallers who sell rechargsat  “atteries to have a
collaction system In piace for used batteries, aiding taxpayer compilunce wilh the upcuining implementation of
hazardous waste laws.

We strongly urge your signature on AB 1125 to make rechargeable battery recycling a California state law.

Sincaerely,

L NA—

Rachel L. Gibson
Environmantal Health Advocate & Staff Attornay

Borkeley San Francisco San Santa Barbare  Senterm
2034 Bloke Si, Sto. 9 360 Broadway, Ste. 200 3960 Park Bivd., Ste. A 1129 Siale Sk, Sle.10  149C Joaphine S

Barkeley, CA 94704 San Francisco, CA 94133 San Diego, CA92103  Santa Barbora, CA 93101  Sonta Cruz, CA 95040

(810) 6443454 (415) 4290084 (,:.1 (419] 297.5512 {B0S) 548-3832 ﬁ} (831) 45905353
(415) 6220014 (k) (805) 9458939 :
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September 14, 2005

SIERRA CLUB
CALIFORNIA

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: AB 1125 (Pavley) Household Battery Recycling Act — Support
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

Sierra Club California supports AB 1125, which would require retailers of toxic rechargeable
batteries to take back used batteries for recycling at no cost to the consumer.

The California Department of Toxic: Substances Control has determined that all discarded
batteries are toxic and must. be disposed of as hazardous waste. Under California’s Universal
Waste Rule, households were granted a temporary exerrrpt:on from the current landﬁll banon
batteries, but this exemptxon expires on February 8 '2006 Iesb than 5 months ﬁ'om now

The U.S. EPA estimates more than 350 rmlhon rechargeable battenes are purchasod annua}ly in
the United States. According to the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC), the
current recycling rate for rechargeable batteries is in the 11% to 16% range. This means that as
many as 300 mﬂlron rechargeable batteries are landﬁlled in California each year :

Rechargeable batteries are largely made up of mckel-cadmmm '(Ni-Cds), llthmm lOl'l, or nickel
metal hydride. Cadmium is a toxic heavy metal that threatens fish and w11dhfe and canpassto
humans through accumulation in the food chain. It has'been assoclated with numerous human
illnesses, particularly lung and kidney damage Once absorbed in the body, cadml mci'eases
the permeability of cells and can remain for decades. Lithium ion batteries contain lithium metal,
which is highly reactive to water and is extremely susceptible to explosron, ‘even in landfills.
AB1125 will reduce the foxic wastc threat posed by mpmperly dlsoardod rechargeab“le batten&s

Battery manufacturers have recognized that the retailer take-back approach represents the most
convenient and cost effective model for recycling. But experience has now shown that the =
'voluntary' approach has proven to be insufficient. AB 1125 proposes to build on' thrs volumary
effort by requiring retailer participation, and, as a result, substantlally mcreasmg oonsumer R
recycling opportunities. L

Sgc%’ Y “O-Z/dw‘f an

Bill Magavern
Senior Representative

Cc:  Assemblymember Fran Pavley

" Paba ke Sireer S 300 Sacamento, CA9SRT4 (916) 557-1100 FAX (916) $57-9669 wwwisletraclubiote . 290
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May 23, 2005

Asgsembly Member Judy Chu
Assembly Appropriations Commiittee
State Capitol

Sacramento CA 95825

RE: AB 1125 (Paviey) Recycling Programs for Household Batteries—Support
Deaxr Assembly Chair Chu:

Weaﬁonglyurgeyoursupponofwlu:(l’tv Y.
sell toxic household batteries to provide cot tunity for take-
back and recycling of used batteries. On May 52003 the City of Sun Feruando City
Council fonnedconmusmsupportoftheAnemblyRﬂlmd qmmvedﬁusletterof

support.

According to the United States Environmental Protectxon Agency, approximately three
billion batteries are sold in the U.S, annually. Currently less than 5 percent of
rechargeable batteries and less than 1 percmt ofqne-hme use battunel are recycled. The

wouldreqndreraﬁhswho

ban expires on February 8, 2006. In 2003, g"?wajml characterization s
California Integrated Waste Management Board found that more ﬁnn 3¢ 'i_t)ODf ’mns of
batteries were landGlled, making it one of the largest cn.tcgorios of houuhold rdo

waste landfilled in California.

In 1992, the State of New Jersey adopted the Nation’s first reta.ller take
recycling reyuircinent for rechargeable batterics. In rosponse to .*.hnl*
manufacturers of rechargeable batteries and many of the product x
formed and financed the ‘Rechargesble Battery Recycling C
profit organization whose raission is to promote and facilit
and recycling system for rechgrgeable bateries. Today, th
retailers representing more than 30,000 locations in the US a

participate taking back of these batteries. According to
approximately 2,300 tons of rechargeable batterics wege collected
the RBRC program in 2004.

CITY ADMINISTRATION
117 MACNEIL STREET SAN FERNANTIO), CALIFORNIA 91340-2003

PHONE B18 898.1201 * FAX 818,361.7631 L -
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AB 1125-Support
Page 2

AB 1125 proposes to build on the relative success of the RBRC program by extending its
focus to gl taxic heusehold battgries, snd require that all retailers participate.

We urge your ‘Aye’ vote on AB 1125.

Sincerely,

cc. Nury Martinez, Mlyor Pro Tem
Dr. José Hernéndez, Councilmember
Maribel De La Tosre, Councilmember

Steven Veres, Councilmember
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City of Sebastopol

Lany Robincon Mayor

' CITY HALL Sarah Glade - Gumey, Vice Mayoi
P.O. BOX 1776 SEBASTOPOL , CA 95473 Linda Kelley
_ Craig Litwin
(707) 823-1153 " Sam Pierce
(707) 823-1135 FAX
September 15, 2005 | ' Dave Brennan, City Manager
Governor Amold Schwartzenegger
California State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:BIM@W)WWBMMMR@MW—SUMRT

" Dear Governor Schwertzenegger:

We urge your support of AB 1125 (Paviey), whxchwouldreqmeretailusoftmncrechm'geable
baumuwmkcbackuudwtmﬁrmydmsummwﬂwm
TheCahfomaDepnMof’I’onc om hudatannnedﬂntalldlmded

meﬁormhargeablebMunmthell%tolG%mmmsmthuumasswnﬁlhon
rechargeable batteries are landfilled in California each year.
mmmmnmmmummmmmmus rﬂailmnrket
for rechargeables is growing twice uﬁuasthemﬂmuhaforpmrymm;"
anmual growth of nine percent from 1992 - 1994. i
ABIIZSwilIreduoethetomcwutethrentponedbyunpmpslydwnrded
ABllzsmnreqtmemmmmsdlrenhngenbbbmumhma ollecti ¢
used batteries, aiding taxpayer compliance with the implementation of hazardo 1536 o
Battery manufaciurers have recognized that the retailer take bt appmachf
mnvemuﬂandmﬂe&'echvemodelformychng.%aﬁulﬁm@lgmm
apparent that the 'voluntary’ approach has proven tobemuﬁdun.'AB 11 2 fpropo
voluntary eifort by requiring retailer participation, and as a result, subst atinl
recycling opportunities. AR
We strongly urge your signature on AB 1125 tomakeredm'sublebm ecyclings
California state law. -

=

Larry Robuuon,

C  Sebastopol City Council
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September 13, 2005

The Honoreble Governor Amold Schwarzenegger
Governar’s QOffice

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AD 1125 (Pavley) Request Signature

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

On behalt of NRDC (Natural Resources Defense Council), which has 1.2 million members and
activists, more than 250,000 of whom are Californians, we are writing to urge your signature an
AB 1125 by Assemblywoman Paviey. This bill would require retailers of toxic rechargeable
bmenasmnhebukusedbmenesfonecyclmgnnocosttoﬂucmumu

TheCdMaDewmmtofToﬂcSubmequuolhudmedthnaﬂM
batteries are toxic and must be 18 waste. Under California’s Universal

Waste Rule, householdswa'emq ' mmﬁmﬂ:ecmhndﬂnbmm
barteries, however, thlsexempuona:pnesml'ehrmrys 2006 — lessthanﬁmonﬁ:sﬁumnow

Rechargeable batteries are largely made up of nickel-cadmivm (Ni-Cds). llﬂnum ion, or mickel
arctal hydride. Cadmumsstmchmwmﬂalﬂntthmmsﬂshmdwddh&mlmmn
humans through accumulation in the food chain. It has been associated with :
ilinesses, particularly lung and kidney damage. mcenbsoubedﬂ_:'theboﬂy
thepq-mcabilityofoensandcanmnmferdeude&mmitmim&
metal, which is highly reactve to water and is exwremely auocepuble@ ion, even i
landfills. AB 1125 will reduce the toxic waste threat posed by imprope:

rechargeable batteries.

Battery manufacturers have recognized that the retailer take back. amrolch spresents the most
convenient and cost effective model for recyclmg. But afier 10 years, ar AN
recycling, it's apparent that the voluntuy’applmchlnspmwﬁ;,. ) ‘be ing mt. AB 1!
proposes to build on this veluntary effort bynqmmgmla'pmpl‘hﬂn.; and ag @ regult,
substantially increasing consumer recycling opportunities. i 2o B

NRDC urges you to sign AB 1125 as an unpomtﬁrststepmwarduﬁchwofhmu
Thank you for your consideration. :

Sincerely,

A =
Darby Hoover Victoria Rome e
Specialist, Urban Resources California Advocacy Associate

Co: Assemblymember Fran Paviey

San Franclaco, CA 84104 i s e Bk
TEL 415 8758100 FAX 415 875-6181
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CITY OF SAN PABLO

One Alvarado Square
13831 San Pablo Avenue

San Pablo, CA 94806

LY

3 www.cLsan-pablo.ca.us
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR Phone 510.215.3000 » Fax 510.620.0204
September 18, 2005

Via Facsimile Only 91 ms;un

Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject:

Dear Governor Schwarzsnegger:

We strongly urge your support of Assembly Bill 1125 (Paviey), which would require retailers who sell
househoid batteries to have collection and recycla programs for used batieries at no cost to consumers.

Laptops. watkman, toys. cell phones, caiculators — these are just some of the things that need batteries to
function in our daily lives. Batteries are a unigue product comprised of heavy metais and other slements
that make things “portable.” Some of these toxic heavy matals include nickel cadmium, alkaling, mnrsury,
nickel metal hydride, and lead acid. It is these elements that can threaten our environment and d'sposing
of batteries In landfills is currently prohibited due to the toxicity of the elements they contain.

According to the US EPA, approximately three million batteries are sold in the United States annually.
Currently, less than 5% of rechargeable batteries and less than 1% of one-ime use batteries are
recyclad. This means that as many as 300 million batteries are illegally landfilled in California esch ysar.
Since batteries contain strong corrosive ackis, when they begin to degrade in landfills, they expose the
environment and water to lead and acid. This poliution endangers public health, as well as environmental
health. Having a convenient and affordabie system for retuming used batteries would not only provide an
efficient way to recycle these metals, but it would reduce our growing hezardous waste stream entering
our landfills and alleviate the risks associated with iliegal battery disposal.

This bill requires cil retgilers who sell household batteries to aocept back used batteries from customers
for reuse, recycling, or proper disposal at no charge. :

For thesa reasons, we urge you to support AB 1126.
Sinceraly,

ccsa: Californians Against Waste (fax 016.443.3812)
San Pablo City Councll




September 21, 2005

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Govermor, California

State Capitol, First Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Assembly Bill 1125 (Pavley)—AFSCME SUPPORT

The American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), AFL-CIO,
would like to inform you of our support to Assembly Bill 1125, as amended.

Assembly Bill 1125 will require every retailer »i?hor%sclls hou;séhold batteries to develop a system
for accepting and collecting used houschold batteries for reuse, recycling or proper disposal.

AFSCME is in support of this legislation, which will encourage Californians to become more
efficient recyclers. Currently, the amount of consumers who recycle batteries is very low and
this legislation will increase recyclmg by mandating retailers to provide free drop-off locations at
their stores. Encouraging recycling in order to curb the large amount of batteries in solid waste
landfills in California will be an important aspect of larger policy goals intended to improve our
surroundings for generations to come.

We ask you to join us in encouraging the conservation of precious resources by signing
Assembly Bill 1125.

Should you have any questions regarding our position on tlus matter, you may -ntact me at your
earliest convenience. ;

Sincerely,

Joshua P, Golka
Political Action Representative

ge: Richard Costigan, Legislative Secretary

1121 L Street » Suite 904 ® Sacramento, California 95814-3926  (916) 441157

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, AF!




e b ;1// OR, \/1 NS AGAainst Wisti

September 22, 2005

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1125 (Pavley) Rechargeable Battery Collection and Recycling —SUPPORT

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger;

We urge your signature on Assembly Bill 1125 (Pavley), which would require specified retailers
of toxic batteries to take back used rechargeable batteries for recycling at no cost (o the
consumer. ;

The California Department of Toxm ‘Substances Control (DTSC) has determined that all
discarded household batteries are toxic and must be managed as hazardous waste. Under
DTSC’s Universal Waste Rule regulatxons for toxic elec "'holds and small businesses
were granted a temporary exem_ tion fr ¢ X

exemption expires on Fcbmary 8, 2006 Iess than 6 m

recyclers they use for cell phone recycling.

The U.S. EPA estimates more than 350 million recb""
the United States. According to the Rechargeable | g
current recycling rate for rechargeable batteries is in the 1
many as 300 million rechargeable batteries are landfilled 1

for rechar geables is growing twice as fast as the retail mark.
compound annual growth of nine percent from 1992 - 1994.

Rechargeable batteries are largely made up of nickel-cadmium (Ni-Cds), lithium-ion, or mckel
metal hydride. Cadmium is IOXIC heavy metal that threatens fish and wzldltfe and can passto

illnesses, particularly lung and kidney damage. Once absorbed in the body, cadm L
the permeability of cells and can remain for decades. Lithium batteries contain li
which is highly reactive to water and is extremely susceptlble to explosmn even in landfi

qul M 3o :
QENE S in e st (1) T e SAc RANMINTO CALIFORNIA 95814 ® (916) 443 54220!‘;\; ‘(916)

Primfed e recs < led paper with 25% posteotisumer conlent .
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The Lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries used in most portable computers contain the same toxic
electrolytes as most other household batteries. Overcharging of Li-ion batteries can cause the cell
to heat up. If left unattended, the cell could vent with flame. Earlier this year, Apple Computer
was forced to recall more than 120,000 laptop computers due to public health and environmental
concerns over Li-ion.

AB 1125 will require non-food retailers who sell rechargeable batteries to provide their
customers with a free and convenient system for the collection and recycling of used
rechargeable batteries. The good news is that a recycling model for used batteries already exists,
it is just underutilized.

Battery manufacturers have recognized that the retailer take back approach represents the most
convenient and cost effective model for recycling. For more than a decade, product makers and
battery manufacturers have funded the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC), to
provide retailers with a ‘turn-key” program for battery recycling. But after 10 years, and less than
20% recycling, it's apparent that the 'voluntary" approach has proven to be insufficient. AB 1125
proposes to build on this voluntary effort by requiring retailer participation, and as a result,
substantially increasing consumer recycling opportunities.

AB 1125 is a top priority bill for the environmental community and is supported by a broad
coalition of stakeholders, including: Environment California, California Alliance for Consumer
Protection, California League of Conservation Voters, Clean ‘Water Action, Planning
Conservation League, Sierra Club, Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority, City and County
of San Francisco, City of Azusa, City of Concord, City of Maywood, City of Pico Rivera, City of
San Fernando, City of San Pablo, City and County of Santa Cruz, City of Sebastopol, and Toxco.

We strongly urge your signature on AB 1125 to make rechargcable battery recychng a reality
throughout California. .

Sincerely,

Mark Murray
Executive Director

c.c. Assembly Member Fran Pavley
Secretary Alan Lloyd, Cal EPA
Leonard Robinson, Director DTSC
Rosario Marin, Chair, CIWMB
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County of Santa Cruz
m
COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE g

701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 520, SANTA CRUZ, CA 080804073
{831) 484-2100 PFAX: (831) 484-3420 TDOD: (831) 454-2123
. SUSAN A. MAURIELLO, J.0., COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFIGER |

September 26, 2006

.GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

- State Capitol

Sammamo CA96814

| . RE: SUPPORT FOR AB 1125 (PAVLEY. HOUSEHOLD BATTERY

RECYCLING)
Dear Govemnor Sdmarzanogger

On behalfoftho County of Santa Cruz Iam:  to urge you to sign Assemblv
Bm 1125 by emb Membor Fran Pavley '

ont of Toxic Substances Control has determined !hat all
ntrated souroe of toxic heavy metals

Ammbly Blll 1125 would require mhlloruwhoiuli batteries to have a colle

system in place for used rachamaablo Datte the residents of our gnat
state will have someplace safe to take th ;,\_,hpoaal This bill both holpa
consumers comply with the law and keeps Califon la cleaner. i

On behalfofthe County of Santa Cruz. | mpacﬂ’ui{y urgo vou tn sign AB 1125
now on your desk awalting conslderatlon Thank you in advanw for your

consideration of this mquelt

Very truly yours,

%SAN A, %URIELLO -

County Administrative QOfficer
SAM:mt
Copy to: Califomnians Against Waste




September 27, 2005

3 The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California

' State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1125 (Paviey) - REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

The California League of Conservation Voters (CLCV) is the bipartisan political watchdog for the
California environmental community CLCV publishes the annual California Environmental
Scorecard, which tracks the voting record of Iegislators on key environmental legislation.

CLCV urges your signature on AB 1125 (Pavley), Which requires retailers who sell rechargeable
batteries to take back used batteries for reuse, recycling, or proper disposal. Under current state
law, rechargeable batteries are a hazardous waste when they are discarded. As of February
2006 even the “househoid generator” exemption will expire, makinga_nmng who improperly
disposes of a rechargeable battery a hazardous waste generator subject to enforcement
penalties.

According to the integrated Waste Management Board, rechargeable and other household
batteries are one of the largest categories of household hazardous waste going to California
landfills. A battery take-back and recycling system is essential to comply with existing law and
reduce the illegal disposal of hazardous wastes in landfills. New Jersey has implemented a
successful system to take back rechargeable batteries at retail sites. Today more than 30,000
retail locations are participating in the program. California should implement a similar program
consistent with its designation of the discarded batteries as hazardous waste.

CLCV also believes the late opposition to AB 1125 declared by two produc.t manufacturers is
unfounded. The amendment to the definition of “rechargeable battery” was tect.  al, taken to
conform to the current federal definition. It is our understanding that at least one of the
companias has now removed its opposition.

CLCV respectfully urges you to sign AB 1125 into law.

Sincerely,

~

Maa

P PRICE
Governmental Affairs Representative
(916) 448-1015

cc: Assemblywoman Pavley
Mr. Dennis Albiani, Deputy Legislative Secretary

political action for environmental protection | www.ecovote
1212 broadway, suite 630 oakland, ca 94612 5102710900 f 5\0371.
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