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6.ii. Support Letters — Organizations/Local Gov’t




September 10, 2008

Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Govemnor, State of California

State Capitol

Sacrameiito, Ca. 95814

- RE: SB 1473 (Caldemu ) — SIGNATURE REQUEST

lifonia Building Industry Association (CBIA) and the California Business Properties
" Association (CBPA), co-sponsors of SB 1473 (Calderon), respectfully request you sign the mea
1 ill will help implement your 2007 directive to several state agencies to develop, adopt and publish

- providing a dedicated funding source for training and educating of statewide and local building officials..

In responding to your directive, the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and

building standards for the State of Califomia, by clarifying L.. regulatory process and by

~ the Building Standards Commission (BSC) recently adopted the first set of green building standards for . '
the State of California — the first, actually, in the nation. Upon publication of the California Green. -

Building Standards Code, these state agencies will commence work on the second iteration of these

standards. In addition, these agencies must now prepare training and education material for thousands S

of local building officials, inspectors, architects, buiiders and subcontractors.

SB 1473 Clarifies BSC Authority relative to green building standards

What the bill does: This measure makes it clear that the Building S:zadards Commission does indeed
have the authority to develop and adopt green building standards for commercial occupancies not
already under the authority of another state agency. '

What it does not do: In order (o directly address potential confusion brought about very late in the
process, we'd like 1o clarify this bill will not, in any way, create a conflict between the Building
Standards Commission and the California Energy Commission with regards to the development and
adoption of energy efficiency building standards. For over thirty years, Public Resources Code 25402
(et al) has given the CEC complete authority to develop and adopt cnergy efficiency standards for all
residential and commercial buildings. SB 1473 only impacts the development and adoption of green.
building standards for those commercial buildings not already under the authority of another state
agency. Accordingly, when it comes to the encrgy efficiency component of green building standards for -
commercial buildings, the CEC rctains total authority. ’ L
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Revenug Bujidin and Training
the BSC and other agencies 1o prepare educational and waining material to assist local
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This bill di

building departments. design professionals and industry with the eifective ficld application of these
measures. In order to generate the necessary resources (o perform these fasks, a special fund is created




‘for use b' ll'lc BSC with the revenue bemg generated via an industry-imposed permit fee of 54 for
cvery. 100,000 de lam of valuation for residential and commercial construction permits.

that result from a lack of familiarity with the new codes. It; i anncxpated that
reen Bmldmg Standards Code will undergo numer::..s updates over the next ien years R

‘adoption process reccntly emerged from a very conteniious admxmstnmve :
sue of whu:h national code.s would serve as the basis for the state codcs was

> ng currcmiy referenced in statute but are no longer publnhcd thc mqst
- reocm; v,uons of the nauonal standards recenlly approved. hy the Bmldmg Standards Commnston asrthe
basis > 2 '

Together CBIA and CBPA represent over Il ,000 members that are develaping projects and bunldmg in
the State of California. Our members are amongst the most progressive and environmentally friendly .~
builders of residential, commercial, retail. and industrial buildings in the nation. We believe SB 1473. o
will help us continue on this positive trajectory started when the state implemented Title 24 more than -
thirty years ago. "’

Again, we respectfully request that you SIGN SB 1473. Thank you for taking our views into

consideration.

Rex S. Hime
President & CEO

CA Business Propertics Association

Very sincerely yours,

cc:  Senator Ron Calderon
Roxrario Marin, Secretary, State Consunier Services Agency
Chris Kahn, Office of the Governor
Cun Augustine, Office of the Governor
Dave Walls, Executive Director, BSC
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